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WISE COMPASSIONATE SERVANT PROJECT 

For my Wise Compassionate Servant Project, I was able to partner with the 

organization International Student Inc., this organization helps international students that come 

to the United States for college in their transition into American culture. Coming alongside the 

student is a prime opportunity to share the love of Christ to students who are in the midst of a 

major transition while being separated from family and friends. I was paired up with Brice he is 

from Benin, which is a small country in the Ivory Coast of Africa. Its neighboring countries are 

Nigeria, Burkina Faso, Togo and Niger. Since the main language of Benin is French, Brice is in 

the process of using his English more. He has been taking ESL classes but I have been able to 

help him as well. I was able to meet with the student around 6 times this semester for over 15 

hours total. These meeting ranged from grabbing coffee to get to know him better, to helping him 

run errands or giving him a ride to work. The goal was to build a relationship with him. 

Throughout this report I will share my experience with my new friend from Benin and how this 

experience has had a huge impact in my life.  

I can describe my experience meeting my friend Brice as challenging and very 

rewarding, Brice was able to come to the US because he won a green card lottery in his country. 

In the beginning it was a very uncomfortable experience for me because it was not what I was 

used to, pursing a friendship with someone outside of my circle. It was challenging because I 

was outside of my comfort zone and what but it was very rewarding because I was able to create 

a great relationship with my new friend and learn many things about his victories and struggles 
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moving to America.  These was one main area I was convicted how being compassion a means 

to be uncomfortable and going the extra mile to serve others. As a result of seeking the 

uncomfortable throughout the semester my friendship with Brice has grown and it is amazing to 

see what God can do when we let him use us. This experience has increased my desire to 

continue and seek opportunities to be uncomfortable and let God move us me through service. 

Being uncomfortable is necessary for growth. Being able to serve and befriend Brice I had the 

opportunity to learn many things from him how much he values his family and his commitment 

to them even though he is far away from them. I have been able to learn about his people, their 

religion and what does day to day life look like for the people of Benin. What’s was most 

rewarding was coming alongside my friend Brice in the midst of this transition, help him with 

his learning English and being with other task that can be daunting for him. Brice is a very hard-

working person and I am encouraged by his friendship. As we got to know each other more 

throughout the semester we built trust with one another. This building of trust opened the door to 

speak about deeper topic such as faith and I was able to learn that Brice was catholic although he 

enjoyed going to evangelical church. My desire is to continue to encourage Brice to deeper walk 

with the Lord as our friendship grows.  This experience has challenged my thought process of 

what being a servant means me having a servant heart means being uncomfortable, many times 

we have this mindset of how ministry should look like but we do not see the cost of doing 

ministry. Coming alongside my brother Brice meant spending time with him, going through 

awkward moments because of language differences, helping him in unexpected times because he 

doesn’t have a car. It is amazing to see how God can use us when we put ourselves aside and are 

willing to lay ourselves down for another brother or sister in Christ. 
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My relationship with Brice encourages me think about friendship and what does 

scripture say about friends. When we look at wisdom literature that came to mind when serving 

with International Students Inc. The purpose of wisdom literature is to instruct us and provide 

examples of righteous living, as mentioned in Proverbs 1:3 “To receive instruction in wise 

behavior, righteousness, justice and equity.” They provide a guideline of righteous living. One 

specific verse in the book of Proverbs that really applied to what I was learning throughout the 

semester was Proverbs 19:17 “He that has pity on the poor lends to the LORD; and that which he 

has given will he pay him again.” Showing mercy and service to those who are in need. Brice 

had a need when moving here to the United States, and God put me in his life to serve him and 

help him in the transition. But God also blessed me through this process of serving him, there is a 

good fruit as a result of righteous living. Another passage of scripture that stood out is proverbs 

17:17a “a friend loves at all times…” true friendship is supportive and will be there in the good 

and difficult situations. With Brice we were able to have many good times together and other 

times where he needed a brother to help him and I was able to be there as well.  God call us to 

live a life that is willing to sacrifice for the “other” and many times the other is not the person 

who you expect. Wisdom literature is full of important advice to help us with righteous living, in 

all that we do we are called to honor God and this will cost us. Ecclesiastes closes with saying 

“when all has been heard, is: fear God and keep His commandments, because this applies to 

every person. For God will bring every act to judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it is 

good or evil.” (Ecc. 12:13-14). God has commanded us to go and serve and we must obey, 

obedience will be uncomfortable but life giving to us on others. 

As we have discussed in our WM course, it is amazing to see how God uses his 

people when they are willing to be obedient and willing to be uncomfortable for the sake of the 
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Gospel and Christian Witness.  The Christian life is one that learns how to embrace being 

uncomfortable, there is a dependency on God when we walk into something that we do not know 

what the outcome is going to be. International Students Inc. does a really good job finding those 

students in transition and making sure they are not alone in the process. When we had our get 

together when the semester started many people were there willing to serve this international 

community. The organization is in many colleges in the DFW area trying to find people who 

need someone to come alongside the. One thing I would like to see more if activities where the 

international student community can get together with one another. This was a very rewarding 

experience, I look forward to continue to build my relationship with Brice and go deeper in our 

conversations about faith and life. Colossians 3:17 says “Whatever you do in word or deed, do 

all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.” This is the 

desire of my heart to do all things that bring glory to the Father, having partnered with ISI has let 

me do this in a small way but I desire to continue to stretch myself in uncomfortable in order to 

serve others and lead them to Christ. 
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