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THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION PROGRAM 

The goal of this paper is plan out a theological education program in the Rural 

Philippines. Although there are numerous seminaries and Bible colleges in the Philippines many 

of the pastors don’t have the means to be able to go to seminary and prepare for ministry. The 

hope for this program is to be able to help pastors, lay leaders and churches in local communities 

in rural Philippines experience transformation in their lives through theological education. 

The Philippines 

The Philippines is located in between the South China Sea and the Philippine Sea. It 

is made up of over 7,000 islands, and 2000 of these are inhabited. Within the Islands, there are 

many differences in languages, culture, foods, and customs. Although the primary language is 

Tagalog there are eight dialects of Tagalog and over 170 different languages spoken throughout 

the country. An important aspect of Philippine history is that Spain occupied the Philippines for 

more than 300 years. It is during this time that the Filipino people started to create a national 

identity through the Catholic faith. In 1898 during the Spanish-American war, the Philippines 

became a national territory of the United States it was not until 40 years later (4-July-1946) that 

the Philippines became an independent nation.1  Because of their history with Spain today the 

Philippines is considered to have one of the highest Christian populations in Asia. Also, as a 

                                                
1 The Philippines, (Accessed May 2019); available from https://www.everyculture.com/No-Sa/The-

Philippines.html 
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result of the heavy colonial history in the country, the Filipino people struggled with creating a 

national identity as a stand-alone country which is still seen today in culture. 

Some important cultural aspects of the Philippines is a high value of community. 

Contrary to the United States the Philippines is a collective society; they feel a strong sense 

towards the group. The Philippines is a shame and honor culture where “the concept of hiuya is 

also one of the underpinning factors influencing how Filipinos behave and interact with others. 

While hiya translates roughly into English as ‘shame’ or ‘embarrassment’ on a deeper level it 

refers to one’s sense of self, propriety, and respect.”2  There is a high value for fellowship within 

the community regardless of wealth and social status. It is good for a person to part of the larger 

good in society and be considered as part of the community. Typically the  Filipino culture holds 

close knit relationships not only with the immediate family but also extended family (aunts and 

uncles). 

The major religions in the Philippines are 91% Christian, 4.8% Islam, 3.2% Ethnic 

Religions, 1% Other. The Islam religion in the Philippines is mostly concentrated in the southern 

part of the Islands. Modern day Filipinos Muslims are known as Moros and mostly practice 

typical Islam rituals with some cultural nuances. Within Christianity Catholicism, is the 

dominant practice; there is a strong presence of Protestant traditions in the Philippines. Most 

people will consider themselves Catholic because its a cultural norm. The Philippines also 

contains several Indigenous Christian Churches, such as the Iglesia Filipina Independiente 

(Independent Philippine Church) and Iglesia ni Kristo (Church of Christ). These churches are 

usually popular among the marginalized in society who feel disconnected from the bigger cities.  

                                                
2 The Philippines, (Accessed May 2019); available from https://culturalatlas.sbs.com.au/filipino-

culture 
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In the 1980s a movement started that significantly impacted church growth in the 

Philippines3. The movement was called DAWN 2000 its primary goal was to see a church 

planted in every small town (Barangay) in the Philippines by the year 2000. There are around 

42,000 Barangays in the Philippines. Because of this movement, the 13,500 churches that existed 

in 1985 grew to 23,400 by 1990 (Website).  Currently, there are around 66,000 evangelical 

churches in the Philippines.  At present, 60% of the existing villages in the country have yet to 

see a local church planted. With the projected increase in the number of barangays, there is a 

need to establish another 30,000 evangelical churches to fulfill the Philippines' DAWN 2000 

goal. (website) The evangelical church has seen rapid growth, especially within rural areas. 

Ministry Needs 

The rapid growth of the church is a testimony of God’s move in the country. With 

growth, there also has been an increasing need within the church. In present-day rural 

Philippines, there is a great need for pastoral training. This is not only a reality in the Philippines, 

but training is also a present need in many majority world countries where the church is growing 

at a rapid pace. Allen Yeh says “donating books and starting seminaries are better and more 

effective uses of mission resources than standing on street corners preaching or planting 

churches. These are some of the major ways that world Christianity has changed the landscape of 

mission today.”4  

Filipino church leaders are passionate for the Lord do their best to serve their 

communities and their churches in their best capabilities. However, there is an increased desire 

                                                
3 Source was Dr. Neil Ty, 

4Allen L. Yeh,  Polycentric Missiology : 21st-Century Mission From Everyone to Everywhere, 
(Downers Grove: IVP Academic, 2016), 22. 
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for these leaders to be trained to train and equip to serve their communities better.  Within 

Filipino culture, education is highly valued but many times people who live far from major cities 

find it difficult to receive an education because of financial challenges and it is not easily 

accessible.  In the Philippines, there are a vast number of seminaries and Bible colleges.5 

However, these are located in major cities which would require pastors to relocate and leave their 

ministries and communities in order to receive training. Another need within these communities 

is the also lack of education for children and youth, unhealthy living styles and a lack of 

necessities (food, clothing, safe living conditions). Many families end up leaving to bigger cities 

to search for better opportunities but end up in the same situations as they were before. Our Goal 

is to help the local church and church leaders flourish in these communities.  

Foundational Beliefs  

In this section, we will state the beliefs and values that are essential to our ministry 

program in the Philippines. We desire to establish foundational beliefs that we can use to build 

up a ministry that meets the current needs within the rural Filipino Church and their local 

communities. 

Theology 

God desire to reveal himself to us. We try to understand God’s revelation through the 

means he has chosen. In essence, when we do theology, we are trying to understand God’s 

revelation to us. Believers should be able to articulate what they believe and why they believe.6 

                                                
5 ICETE has 15 members/affiliates of Bible Colleges and Seminaries located in major cities in the 

Philippines. 

6 Stanley J Grenz, and Roger E Olson, Who Needs Theology? : An Invitation to the Study of God. 
Downers Grove, Ill., (USA: InterVarsity Press, 1996), 38. 
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Filipino pastors should be able to share their doctrines and beliefs based on scripture and in ways 

that are impactful to the people in their context. We believe any theological education program 

should be aimed towards helping people establish solid theological foundations based on the 

Bible and in a way that the churches and communities in the rural Philippines are transformed. 

The Word of God 

We believe the Bible is true and has authority over the Christian life. As stated in 2 

Timothy 2:16-17 scripture is God’s word and thus it plays an essential role in the formation of 

believers. Scripture must be central for our theological knowledge about God and our formation 

of whom God has wanted us to become. The Bible reveals to us the truth about God and Godly 

living aimed to transform our way of life Anyone who wishes to teach in the church must acquire 

a solid understanding of all the teachings handed down in the Scripture.”7  Life Catalyst believes 

that the Bible is right and what it teaches should draw us closer to God. 

The Church 

Life Catalyst believes in the importance of the Church. The Church is central to any 

theological education program and ministry within communities. The Church is a place of 

formation where church leaders are called to equip the saints (1 Cor 12:7-11). The Church is a 

place where formation happens in the context of community and unity in the body. Life Catalyst  

Spiritual Formation 

God calls us to grow in our faith and spiritual maturity. Ephesians 4:11-14. Believers 

are in the process of sanctification, and we are becoming more like Christ. Life catalyst believes 
                                                

7 Bernard Ott, and International Council for Evangelical Theological Education. Understanding and 
Developing Theological Education, Translated by Tom Keefer. Icete Series, (Carlisle, Cumbria: Langham Global 
Library, 2016), 164. 
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believers and communities are formed into the image of Christ. Within the years of theological 

education program, “the desire is that God forms Christ’s character in believers by the ministry 

of the Spirit, in the context of community, and accordance with biblical standards.”8 

Program Foundational Values 

Based on these foundational beliefs we have a core set of values will be present in our 

theological education program. These values give us guidance on the direction we want to see 

our program move towards. 

1. The Life Catalyst and IBible9 are programs that will be theologically grounded. 

Through Life Catalyst pastors and their communities will be able to know God more and 

understand the way he reveals himself through theological education. Our desire to helping 

believers know God and throughout the learning process establish a core set of beliefs and values 

that will transform their lives. Farley mentions that theology is “a cognitive disposition and 

orientation of the soul, a knowledge of God and what God reveals”10 The goal is to help develop 

mature Christians with sound doctrine and centered orthodox understanding of Christian faith. 

Christians who have a clear understanding of what they believe can articulate and share it with 

others.  

2. The program will be Biblically centered. Life Catalyst will have the word of God at the 

center of everything we do. Since the Bible is the living word of God (2 Timothy 3:16-17), it 

plays an essential role in the life of individual believers and ministry in that community context. 

                                                
8 DTS Spiritual Formation Website. Students (blog). Accessed May 7, 2019, 

https://students.dts.edu/studentlife/spiritual-formation/. 

9 IBible is the Theological Education part of the Life Catalyst Ministry. 

10 Edward Farley, Theologia: The Fragmentation and Unity of Theological Education (Philadelphia: 
Fortress Press, 1983), 35. 



7 

 

Since we recognize the importance of the Bible; a biblically centered theological program will 

assist with the understanding and study scripture by providing the necessary tool to study the 

word of God to pastors and leaders of the Church. The program should help the believer feel 

more confident handling the scripture and committed to the accurate study and sharing of the 

word of God. Also, scripture will be an essential part of the other ministry areas that Life 

Catalyst will engage in in the community (outreach/education/health) the goal is to help people 

live a life in accordance to what scripture says and thus draw people near to God. 

3. Life Catalyst will be a place that values transformation within the church and its 

community. Since the program will be in a community context, we want people spiritual lives 

transformed but also local communities transformed by the work of the Church.   The theological 

education program within Life Catalyst (iBible) will strive to facilitate an environment of 

spiritual growth “by knowing God, knowing self, and loving well in the context of a 

community.”11 The theological education program within Life Catalyst needs to provide a space 

where Spiritual Formation happens to help students become more aware of Gods work in them. 

Participants of the program will seek personal transformation that will lead to an outward life of 

ministry within the community.  

4. The Church will play an essential role within the ministry of Life Catalyst. Since God 

has chosen the Church to make himself known to the world, life Catalyst and its theological 

education program must be connected to the Church and developing church leadership (Banks 

59). As the mission of the Church is to make God known, the formation and education in any 

theological education program should strive for the same.  As Perry Shaw mentions “The 

                                                
11 Doctrinal Statement. Dallas Theological Seminary. (Accessed March 14, 2019), 

https://www.dts.edu/about/doctrinal-statement/. 
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mission of the church on Earth is to serve the mission of God, and the mission of theological 

education is to strengthen and accompany the mission of the church.”12 The goal is to work 

alongside the Church and help local communities.  

5. Life Catalyst will value the mission of God, and it will be a place of service for the 

Church and the community. Theological education strives to equip people for service; leaders are 

called to serve their Church, communities, neighbors and first and foremost God (John 12:26; 

Galatians 5:13). Life Catalyst will provide a fantastic opportunity for pastors and leaders to learn 

the word of God and theology while they are in ministry. Thus creating a lasting impact in their 

communities. Since theological education is preparing believers “it should orient itself primary 

around in service ministry activities within which intellectual, spiritual and practical concerns 

form a seamless whole.”13 Life Catalyst will encourage its participants to engage in practices of 

service and furthering of God’s mission. Within the vocational model is that church leaders 

should think about practice and think in practice.  We should be concerned with praxeology as 

well as orthodoxy.  This active form of theology is integral to our vision as we follow the great 

commission from Matthew 28:19-20.  

6. Life Catalyst values community, both the church community and the communities that 

these churches find themselves in. Since scripture affirms this idea that we are in mutual service 

to one another as one body of Christ. “Theology is not merely a private effort”14 and life Catalyst 

                                                
12 Perry Shaw, Transforming Theological Education : A Practical Handbook for Integrative Learning, 

(Carlisle, UK: Langham Global Library, 2014), 20. 

13 Robert J. Banks, Reenvisioning Theological Education: Exploring a Missional Alternative to 
Current Models (Grand Rapids, MI.: W.B. Eerdmans Pub., 1999), 126 

14 Linda Cannell, Theological Education Matters: Leadership Education for the Church (Newburgh, 
IN.: EDCOT Press, 2006), 230. 
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will help believers develop an understanding of why the community is essential. Pastors will 

value the relationships with their brothers and sisters in Christ.  

7. Life Catalyst and its Ibible TE program will be contextualized to the needs of the rural 

community in the Philippines. Any theological education program should be able to service the 

context in which they find themselves. Life Catalyst and IBible will understand the challenges 

the students are facing and help them face these challenges. Life catalyst will provide spaces 

where the students can help their communities with their needs and create a sustainable impact.  

8. Life Catalyst is a program that values collaboration.  As a program Life Catalyst is 

moving towards a nontraditional route and we the local Church must work together in order for 

this to be accomplished. The program should be flexible (not leaving their center set theological 

foundation) but willing to engage with other organization to better serve the Church.  

9. Life Catalyst values the integration of biblical truth, a solid doctrinal foundation that 

leads to transformation. Thus, our goal is to provide an integrated program that addresses each 

aspect of life and provides a space where people can live this out.  

Life Catalyst Mission15 

The center of Life Catalyst mission is to help these rural poor communities in the 

Philippines be able to better themselves and grow in spiritual maturity. The main verse that is the 

foundation of this program Luke 2:52 "He [Jesus] advanced in wisdom, stature, and in favor with 

God and men." During this period of Jesus life there is not much known about Jesus's life, but 

this verse tells us that Jesus grew in wisdom, in stature, and favor with God in men. With this 

                                                
15 Life Catalyst and iBible is a vision from a Dr. Neil Ty who is a Filipino DTS graduate. He is 

returning to the Philippines with his family. There is a big need in the rural Filipino church. This will be one of the 
projects he will be working on while he is back home. 
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program, we desire to help pastors navigate churches towards becoming a catalyst of change in 

their communities whether through career, health, socially and spiritually. Our desire is for 

pastors and leaders of the church to increase their capacity to become salt and light of their 

communities and society for the gospel of Jesus Christ. Life Catalyst desires to see pastors 

become Life Catalysts in championing Life Growth in their Churches and their communities. We 

desire to see the transformation in four primary areas of their lives; growing in intellectual life, 

physical life, spiritual life, and social life. This model is a mirror to what we see in Luke 2:52. 

The mission is not only to see pastors walk into this but also individuals, families and whole 

communities as they grow in their relationship with the lord in service to others. 

Life Catalyst Vision 

The vision of the program is to create centers that can help the local communities in 

these areas that are mentioned in our mission. These centers will be in collaboration with pastors 

in different evangelical denominations that come together to serve their community. It will be a 

place where pastors can come to receive training but also a place where the church can come to 

grow and serve their communities as well.  

First, we want people to grow in life skills. Scripture tells us that Jesus was a 

carpenter, Peter was a fisherman, Paul was a tentmaker. The centers will help people grow in life 

skilla. Our desire is to help the church raise members that use life skills to draw people to Christ. 

We desire for people to have character and are able to do all things as if it were unto the Lord 

(Colossians 3:23). We can bring people in locally and globally that are trained in a certain degree 

of life skill(s) teach and equip poor believers in their life skill(s) for personal needs and the 

gospel. 
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 Second, we want people to grow in intimacy with God (Favor with God). Intimacy 

with the Father was the foundation in Jesus' Ministry (Prayer, Time with the Father). We will 

have a theological education program called IBible that will teach and train church pastors and 

leaders. Our desire is to equip pastors and ministry leaders with an intimate walk with God. God 

can use church leaders' intimacy to draw people to Christ. Bible training should be rooted in the 

Great Commandment and growth in their intimacy with God. 

Third, we desire to see church leaders that live a healthy life (Healthy Stature). 

Ministry in Scripture required stamina and health (Jesus walked a lot as an itinerant evangelist). 

A part of a program is to seek a healthy lifestyle of living. Many pastors and their families 

struggle with health issues because of unhealthy lifestyles.  The vision is to have a martial arts 

school specifically taekwondo. The trainers will be Christian leaders that teach but also spread 

the gospel and promote good health. The program will be open to people in the community. God 

can use the Taekwondo program as a bridge to share the gospel to the lost in their communities.16  

The fourth area is educational development (Vibrant Intellect).  Jesus appeared to 

know Scripture when he spoke with religious leaders as a twelve-year-old. Paul was a learned 

Pharisaic Jew who knew the Torah well. Jesus' Disciples were with Jesus and appeared to have 

learned a lot even without the benefit of formal education. Many children in these rural areas 

lack good education or access to education. We desire to raise Churches that open up Christian 

Schools to bring Christ to society. God can use education as a means to bring the gospel to the 

community.17 

                                                
16 This would model a similar program here in Dallas that has proven to be a huge success. The 

program was started by a Dallas graduate. The program uses Taekwondo as a means to preach the gospel and teach 
biblical truths.  

17 Possibly Classical education as a potential model for Christian Education in the Philippines. 



12 

 

The program is integrated where pastors are learning how to study scripture, solid 

theology but also creating sustainable impact in the communities.  Within these communities, not 

only pastors will be trained but the heart is to see full communities transformed, by addressing 

real physical needs (health and education) and spiritual needs (pastoral training) within the local 

community. 

Within the Life Catalyst program, there will be a component of theological education, 

where we help train and equip pastors. We are seeking a nontraditional route of education 

because pastors will not have to leave the context of their local communities to learn and grow. 

By creating a theological education program within this type of setting it provide an opportunity 

for those who are training in ministry to serve their local communities while learning theology. 

"Mission also stimulates theological education, as though the church institutions are created by 

the spirit "to teach basic elements of the faith, to reflect on it critically and systematically and to 

equip leaders for ministry "18 The church playing an active role in local communities and 

working together to see the word of God reach all people. 

Education Program Goals19 

IBible is an integrated theological education program with the Missio Dei at its core. 

The goal is to provide rural pastors in the Philippines with access to tools that will help them 

better serve their communities and grow in intimacy with God. The TE program should be 

designed to meet the below nine goals. 

                                                
18 Robert J. Banks, Reenvisioning Theological Education: Exploring a Missional Alternative to 

Current Models (Grand Rapids, MI.: W.B. Eerdmans Pub., 1999), 131. 

19 The scale of our vision is broad we desire to start with the theological education program. We will 
get buy from pastors because they desire to learn and grow. The TE program starts in small scale with a few 
churches that grows into the broader vision of Life Catalyst. 
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1. Students will be able to implement a methodical approach to inductive Bible study 

steps of observation, interpretation, correlation, and application. We want to develop pastors who 

are confident in the handling of scripture. 

2. Students will be able to effectively function in the hermeneutical world of 

historical, cultural, rhetorical, and grammatical interpretation.  

3. Students will learn core theological doctrine learned in scripture. 

4. Students will be able to exegete culture, therefore, understand what the needs in 

their communities are and how to best serve in a biblically and theologically grounded way. 

5. Students will deepen their intimacy with God through reflection.  

6. Students will learn the beauty of collaboration. We want pastors that come out of 

the program with a centered set theology allows them to with other pastors to better serve their 

communities. This will be achieved through small groups. 

7.  Students will understand that value of a healthy lifestyle. 

8.  Students will grow in the desire to be missional and live out a life that is reflective 

of what scripture teaches.  

9. Students a more profound devotion in their spiritual life through prayer. We want 

the people who finish the program our desire is for them to evidence these qualities that can 

make them effective leaders. Help them impact the church and their local communities. 
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Education Program Curriculum20 

The program has four phases; each phase should last around six months. The TE 

program will be for two years. Each phase will be designed to include classroom instruction, 

work outside of the classroom (field education), community through groups, and reflection. 

Being part of IBible program will help provide hands-on experience in addition to their day to 

day ministry with their church. We will have a combination of both classroom instruction and 

practical ministry. Shaw says "There is no question that traditionally structured classroom 

experiences are a significant element in the formational learning of emerging Christian leaders. 

However, essential preparation for Christian ministry must also entail curricular elements which 

take place outside the classroom."21 

Phase one: Foundations 

It is during this phase that many we are going to help incoming students with the tools for 

biblical expositions tools in order to practice their Bible study skills. It is in this phase that we 

will also survey the narrative of scripture, genres, canonical history, and version and translation 

history. 

Phase Two: Old Testament Survey 

An introductory survey of the literature thought, and history of the Hebrew Bible 

designed to overview the content of each book and its place in the flow of biblical history. The 

                                                
20 The program is going to be open to pastors who desire to learn, but we need to take into account that 

not all pastors will have educational preparation needed to complete the program. As next steps we will need to 
work on ways to figure out how we can help pastors get basic educational foundation to succeed in the program. 
Maybe collaborate with local governmental agencies that help people with their writing/reading/Highschool 
education. 

21 Shaw, Transforming Theological Education : A Practical Handbook for Integrative Learning,108. 
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semester will include an introduction to the books of the Old Testament about the issues of 

authorship, audience, historical geographical, and archaeological background.  

Phase Three: New Testament Survey 

An introductory survey of the literature thought and history of the New Testament 

designed to overview the content of each book and its place in the flow of biblical history. The 

survey includes a general introduction to the books of the New Testament regarding the issues of 

authorship, audience, historical, geographical, and archaeological background.  

Phase 4: Independent Study 

In the final phase of the program, each student will choose a  topic that they will like 

to study from scripture in the semester from either the Old Testament or the New Testament. The 

student should be able to apply the tools learned throughout each phase to share biblical and 

theological truths and how to apply this in their current context. 

In all phases, students will be part of small groups, in active ministry in their church 

and actively engaged throughout ministry in their community.22 We will also have retreats after 

phase 1 and phase 3 to allow students to reflect and process the things they have learned. We 

want to make sure that throughout each phase we are addressing the goals we established for our 

program. 

                                                
22 Robert Ferris says “when we contextualize theology it shows up as engagement trying to answer 

questions that arise within a specific context.” Our students will learn to DO theology by being active in ministry in 
their church and communities. Robert W. Ferris, “The Role of Theology in Theological Education,” in With an Eye 
on the Future : Development and Mission in the 21st Century : Essays in Honor of Ted W. Warded. Ted Warren 
Ward, Duane Elmer, and Lois McKinney (Monrovia, Calif.: MARC, 1996), 101-10. 
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Assessments of Students and Program 

An essential part of the education program is assessment.  Through assessment, we 

see how our students are progressing, and we also can see how well our program is meeting the 

needs within the communities we are working in. Shaw mentions "It is therefore not surprising 

that few schools do more than a cursory assessment of whether the programme of study is 

actually accomplishing what it claims to exist for.”23  We want to ensure we are meeting our 

goals. 

Assessment of students 

In each phase, students will be assessed to see the progress in their learning and 

performance. 

In each phase we will assess students in five ways. First completing the reading 

requirement, second reflection papers, third homework applying biblical study tools, fourth 

active service within the community and their church, and fifth a final presentation on specific 

topics learned throughout the semester. 

Assessment of the Program 

We want to make sure we are meeting the goals that we established for the program. 

At the end of each phase, students will fill out a survey that will help us assess how we are doing. 

There will also be an exit survey given to students to assess a program as a whole. At some 

future point, we will like to get feedback from local churches on our curriculum and how it is 

actually helping leaders and pastors with the current needs in their communities. 

                                                
23 Shaw, Transforming Theological Education : A Practical Handbook for Integrative Learning, 51. 
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Theological Education Spectrum 

The Stakeholders Grid 

For governance in the program, it will be a mix of both nationals and expatriate. The 

governance will be from constituents that are business leaders and leaders in the global church 

that are able to provide guidance and feedback on the program. It will also be valuable to have a 

person who is a leader within the community we are trying to reach, this person can provide 

insight on what would work best in the program. Most of the funding of the program will come 

from expatriate sources in the beginning and hopefully grow towards both expatriate support and 

national support including the local Filipino church. 

 

The Curriculum Grid 

IBible is designed to help pastors in their current context, and within a community 

setting in order for them, to learn how to study scripture and apply what they learned. The 

program is geared towards application and help leaders be more effective in the setting that they 

are currently in. Faculty, we will be made of most mostly missionaries or seminary graduates 

who are able to serve the rural church in this capacity. Ideally as people grow and are further 

equipped we will like graduates from the program also be able to teach within the program. 
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The Structures Grid 

The program will be informal24 since we are trying to reach rural pastors many of 

these will not have a formal education background. For this reason, it will be an open program as 

long as the pastors are able to meet basic educational foundation needed to succeed in the 

program.25 

 

The Pedagogy Grid 

Communal aspect in the Philippines is an essential part of the culture. A program 

where faculty is highly involved with the development of the students and helping grow within 

their context will be highly effective in rural Philippines to be involved with the students, similar 

to a disciple/mentor relationship. Professors will help students be transformed based on what 

                                                
24 Accreditation will not be something we are moving towards. But we also want to take into 

consideration that some students might want to seek more formal education. One of the things need to address is 
pathsways to help pastors navigate towards more opportunities to receive higher degree if desired. 

25 Footnote 19. 
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they have learned in the program. At the end “it is not about how much they know but how they 

can practice this knowledge26 

 

Conclusion 

The Filipino church is growing and there is an amazing opportunity to serve the pastors 

and their churches. What IBible is trying to achieve is to equip pastors and leaders with 

knowledge that is transformational. We believe that as church leaders in rural Philippines grow 

in maturity and are transformed by what they are learning it will also transform their 

communities. Our desire is for the gospel of Jesus Christ to reach the people in these 

communities and this can be achieved by helping the church through theological education.

                                                
26 David Emmanuel Sing, and Bernard C Farr. Christianity and Education : Shaping Christian 

Thinking in Context. Regnum Studies in Global Christianity, (Eugene, Or.: Wipf & Stock, 2011), 16. 
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